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Dayton Hamvention is the world's largest gathering of Amateur Radio operators. This year 
Hamvention will be held from May 19 through May 21. For many hams headed to Dayton, the 
official Hamvention schedule of activities is not the main calling card. Several organizations hold 
events and dinners that serve as their annual meetings. The Hamvention committee refers to these 
events as "alternate activities." While not officially part of Hamvention these events are the 
"sideshows of the big show." For many visitors, Hamvention would be just another hamfest 
without these quality events.  
It doesn't matter what your area of interest is in Amateur Radio. Satellites, bicycle mobile 
stations, QRP, DX, contests, VHF/UHF, SSTV, emergency communication and other groups of 
ham radio operators gather in Dayton in conjunction with the "main event." Why not consider 
joining the fun by planning to attend at least one of the many alternative activities? Some events 
such as the QRP "Four Days in May" (FDIM) begin on Thursday morning. Others occurring later 
on Thursday include the Super Suite for DXers and the AMSAT Pizza n' Suds party.  
Refer to the sponsoring organization's site for the latest information or any schedule updates. It's 
worth noting that many organizations have cut-off dates to purchase tickets to their events; these 
generally fall in early May. A few events allow registration or dinner reservations at their booth 
at Hamvention, however. If you are not familiar with the Dayton area, I'd suggest buying a map 
or using one of the popular Internet map services.  
 
Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation (AMSAT) 

AMSAT-NA has two evening events scheduled this year. The Sixth Annual 
AMSAT "Pizza n' Suds" party will be held Thursday, May 18, 6:30 PM, at Marion's Piazza, 1320 
N Fairfield Road, Beavercreek on the east side of Dayton. The party continues until the last pizza 
is gone. Food can be ordered from the menu and drinks (beer, wine, sodas and iced tea) are 
available at the bar. Space is limited to 200 people. Here's a chance to meet some of the 
luminaries of the Amateur Radio satellite community in an informal setting.  
The 11th annual AMSAT Hamvention Banquet will be held Friday, May 19, at 6 PM. The buffet 
banquet will be held at the Amber Rose Restaurant, 1400 Valley Street in old north Dayton. 
Festivities get under way at 6:30 PM, and dinner is at 7:30 PM. Price for the dinner is $27.50 per 
person. Vegetarian meals are available on advance notice and reservations are required. The 
featured speaker this year will be satellite veteran Lou McFadin, W5DID, who will give a 
presentation on Suitsat-1 and the possibility of future SuitSats. Maps to the restaurant, and 
possibly a few reservations, will be available at the AMSAT booth on Friday, May 19 until 2 PM.  
For both AMSAT events, contact Nancy Makley for reservations. More information for both 
events is on the AMSAT Web site.  
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The HomeBrew 
    
The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter about the Enid Amateur 
Radio Club. It is available in both print and electronic form. The 
printed version can be found at Wheat Capital Communications 306 
W. Willow, Enid Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF 
format, is e-mailed on the second Thursday of each month. It is also 
available on the EARC website at http://www.enidarc.org/.  
 
To submit an article or place an ad for equipment, e-mail the editor 
at thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions need to be received 
by the second Monday of each month for publication. 
 
The views contained in the HomeBrew are those of the individual 
authors and are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Enid 
Amateur Radio Club. 

HomeBrew Editor 
Mike Cofer -KD5OFF 

580-242-2865 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com  

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was founded in 1936 and 
continues to serve and support the amateur radio community in  
Enid, Garfield County and the state of Oklahoma. The EARC is a 
501(c)(3) Non-Profit organization. 
 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC is formed is a non-
commercial association of radio amateurs, for the promotion of 
interest in Amateur Radio communications and experimentation’ s. 
 
For the advancement of the radio art and for the assistance and 
education of those who are interested in the theory, fundamentals, 
and operation of Amateur Radio. 
 
For the maintenance of emergency communication facilities, to aid 
in times of disasters and emergencies to those in need as a public 
service, and to make said communication facili ties available 
without cost. 

                     Article Four of the EARC Articles of Incorporation 
 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible to apply for 
membership. Dues for regular l icensed amateurs are $25 per year 
(Jan-Dec) for individuals. Family membership is $30 per year. 
Membership dues can be mailed to: 

 
Enid Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 261 
Enid Ok. 73702 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not discriminate against race, 

creed, national origin, or sex for eligibili ty for membership. 
 
 

EARC 2006 Officers 
President          Al Fox KD5BA 
                           580-242-4800 
V. President     M ike Cofer  KD5OFF 
                           580-242-2865 
Secretary          Dave Chael KC5GUD 
                           580-242-3445 
Treasurer          Dwayne Posey KC5QVS 
                           580-237-3218 
Trustee              Dean Feken KL7MA 
                           580-336-3326  
 

EARC Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

2006 
Al Fox KD5BA 

2007 
Dave Locke KC5SI I  

2008 
M ike Cofer  KD5OFF (Corporate Secretary) 

2009 
Greg Veit KD5MFY (Chairman) 

2010 
Dean Feken KL7MA (V. Chairman) 

 
 

 
I  Need a Drink 
A fleeing Taliban, desperate for water, was plodding through the   
Afghanistan desert when he saw something far off in the distance. 
Hoping to find water, he walked toward the object, only to find a 
little old Jewish man sitting at a card table with neckties laid out on it. 
   
The Arab asked, "My thirst is killing me. Do you have water?"   
The Jewish man replied, "I have no water. Would you like to buy a 
tie? They are only $150. This one goes very nicely with your robes."   
The Arab shouted, "Idiot! I do not need an overpriced tie. I need 
water!"   
"OK," said the old Jew, "it does not matter that you do not want to 
buy a tie. I will show you that you have not offended me. If you walk 
over that hill to the east for about two miles, you will find a lovely 
restaurant. Go! Walk that way! The restaurant has all the water you 
need!"   
The Arab staggered away toward the hill and eventually disappeared. 
Four hours later the Arab came crawling back to where the Jewish 
man was sitting at his table.   
The Jew said, "I told you, about two miles over that hill. Could you 
not find it?   
"I found it all right," rasped the Arab. "Your brother won't let me in  
without a tie."   
 
Blind Pilots 
The entrance to the plane opens, two men dressed in Pilots' uniforms 
walk up the aisle. Both are wearing dark glasses, one is using a guide 
dog, and the other is tapping his way along the aisle with a cane.  
 
Nervous laughter spreads through the cabin, but the men enter the 
cockpit, the door closes, and the engines start up. The passengers 
begin glancing nervously around, searching for some sign that this is 
just a little practical joke. None is forth coming.  
  
The plane moves faster and faster down the runway, and the people  
sitting in the window seats realize they're headed straight for the  
water at the edge of the airport territory. As it begins to look as  
though the plane will plough into the water, panicked screams fill the  
cabin. At that moment, the plane lifts smoothly into the air. The  
passengers relax and laugh a little sheepishly, and soon all retreat  
into their magazines, secure in the knowledge that the plane is in 
good hands.  
  
In the cockpit, one of the blind pilots turns to the other and says,  
"You know, Bob, one of these days, they're gonna scream too late 
and we're all gonna die."  
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 The American Red Cross National Headquarters is sponsoring a dinner gathering for volunteers, especially those 
communication volunteers who participated in the 2005 hurricane season. The ARC is sponsoring a volunteer appreciation dinner gathering May 
19, from 5 until 8 PM, at Ryan's Family Restaurant Friday, 1760 E Stroup Road in Kettering, just south of Dayton (pay as you enter the 
restaurant). All volunteers are welcome -- Red Cross, ARES, RACES, Salvation Army (SATERN), MARS, REACT, CAP etc. Share your 
experiences and ideas with your counterparts over dinner. Seating will be in the party room at the front of the restaurant. Make reservations 
through Dan Miller, K3UFG. Everyone who attends this first-ever event will receive a special-edition volunteer appreciation QSL card. 
 

 For the eleventh year, the QRP Amateur Radio Club International (QRP ARCI) will sponsor its annual FDIM event 
beginning Thursday, May 18, starting at 8 AM at the Holiday Inn, Colonel Glenn Highway, in Fairborn (across from Wright State University). 
The entry fee of $20 is to cover costs. More than 300 are expected for the seminars this year, so make reservations early at the QRP ARCT Web 
site or contact Jim Stafford, W4QO.  
The QRP ARCI also will host a vendor's night and the QRP Show-and-Tell at the Holiday Inn Friday, May 19, at 8 PM, and everyone is 
welcome to this free event. Come see all those QRP projects that everyone is talking about and meet the vendors.  
The QRP ARCI awards banquet will be Saturday, May 20, 7 PM at the Holiday Inn. Dinner is $30; visitors are welcome. Come join us for fun 
and lots of prizes and socialize afterwards. For reservations and more information on QRP ARCI events held in conjunction with Dayton 
Hamvention, visit the QRP ARCI Web site. Click on the FDIM link.  

The Digital BASH sponsored by TAPR will be held Friday, 7 PM, at the Dayton Airport Hotel (directions). Stop by the TAPR booth 
at Dayton for a schedule and map. The cost is $30 per person. Tickets ordered in advance will be available for pickup at the TAPR booth.  
Amateurs who wish only to hear the speaker and discussion should plan to arrive around 8:15 PM. A door prize drawing and the "birds of a 
feather" get-together will follow the speaker's presentation 

 The International Visual Communication Association (IVCA) will meet Friday, May 19, 7 PM, at the Best Western 
Executive Hotel, 2401 Needmore Road, Dayton. Speakers include Dave Jones, KB4YZ, and Don C. Miller, W9NTP. Topics will cover new 
software, comparison of SSTV systems, better and innovative uses of SSTV, SSTV Web pages and more. There will be an election of IVCA 
officers at the meeting.  
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Sometimes when you dread something you find out it may turn 
out okay after all. 
I have been not exactly looking forward to a trip to Colorado this 
summer. In fact I have been dreading it. Gas is expensive and some 
of my fellow travelers drive me up the wall.  
Wait...I am going to be near Estes Park on the 10th of June and the 
Hamcon Colorado is the 10th of June...in Estes Park. I've never had 
the chance to go to the Colorado Hamfest. Guess things might not 
be that bad after all. A new radio or gizmo just might make that 
dreaded trip more fun.  
I'll let you know at Field Day or in this "corner" in July.   
 
73,  
Al KD5BA 
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A California high school that's participating in the ARRL 
Education and Technology Program (ETP--also known as "The Big 
Project") will offer a year-long elective course, "Radio Amateurs 
and Disaster Operations" (RADIO), starting this fall.  Moorpark 
High School math and meteorology teacher Tom Baker, NC6B, 
says the course is the first of its kind anywhere in the US. 
 
The class curriculum was created in conjunction with the ARRL, 
the American Red Cross and various Ventura County agencies. 
ARRL ETP Coordinator Mark Spencer, WA8SME, gives the new 
course high marks and says it has a great chance to succeed. 
"This program has in place all three components that will be 
necessary for success: a motivated teacher, supportive school 
administration and strong support and involvement by the local ham 
community," Spencer said. He attended an April 4 meeting at the 
school to discuss its "Learn and Serve Program," and he believes 
the support shown at that session will greatly boost the RADIO 
initiative. "The meeting was well attended, and the attendees 
included representatives of all the emergency management 
participants in the program, the mayor's office, the school and 
district office, school support staff and the ARRL 
Division and Section," Spencer said. Among those on hand were 
ARRL Southwestern Division Director Dick Norton, N6AA, and 
Santa Barbara SectionEmergency Coordinator Jennifer Roe, 
AA6MX. 
The elective RADIO course is open to students in grades 9 through 
12, and it will feature instruction from certified experts in their 
respective fields. After studying, testing and meeting any practical 
skills requirements, all RADIO students will come away with an 
Amateur Radio license (at least Technician class), American Red 
Cross First Aid Training Certification, American Red Cross CPR 
Training Certification and American Red Cross AED Training 
(Automated External Defibrillator) Certification. 
Students will learn about and how to seamlessly interface with the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS), Incident Command 
System (ICS) and local government infrastructure. They'll also 
learn search-and-rescue techniques among other disaster and 
emergency preparedness skills. RADIO participants will even learn 
peer mediation skills. 
The RADIO course not only will provide service-learning 
opportunities for students but will make them prime candidates as 
volunteers for service organizations and, later, as potential service 
professionals. 
 
Contact Baker (805-378-6305) for more information or visit the 
RADIO page on the school's Department of Meteorology Web site 
http://www.mhsweather.org/pages/10/index.htm 
 
The ARRL Letter 
Vol. 25, No. 18 
May 5, 2006 
 
 
 

It was a typical March of Dimes Walk Saturday, April 29th, 
complete with rain and "clueless" drivers. As usual the drivers would 
slip through an intersection we were not covering.  
Although it had been publicized for weeks in the paper and on the 
radio we got the "what is going on" question a number of times. 
Overall the police were polite but firm as were the hams. Some $144 
tickets were given for running barricades, etc. Numbers were down 
in both the walkers and the hams this year.  
Those helping included K5ETC, KD5EUS, KE5GNG, KA5HYK, 
N5SPY, N0NOU, KC5QVS, N5LWT, KD5KTB and KD5BA. 
Thanks everybody for coming out in the rain and helping make the 
walk successful.  
Al 
 

Her e ar e t he f ol ks t hat  made t he ( Tr i - St at e)  
par ade r un smoot h t hi s year .    
Sam KD5EUS,  Jess KA5HYK,  Ri char d KD5ZOY,  
Gene N5SPY,  Wal t er  AA5LI ,  KD5OFF Mi ke,  Bi l l  
KC5OKG,  Bi l l  K5ECI ,  Ti m KD5KTB and some new 
guy,  Tom N5LWT.    
Thanks f or  l et t i ng me f i l l  i n f or  you ( Al ) .   
Just  not  t oo of t en,  pl ease.    
73,  Tom 
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Enid Amateur Radio Club (E.A.R.C.) Minutes-April 20, 2006  
President: Al Fox-KD5BA 
Vice President: Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 
Treasurer : Dwayne Posey-KC5QVS 
Secretary: Dave Chael-KC5GUD 

 
Al called the meeting to order after at approximately 19:00 local time. 

 
Minutes of Meeting:   

Corrections to the minutes of the meeting dated March 16, 2006 are as follows: “start time for the Tri-State Parade is 10:30 
instead of 10:00”. Richard moved to accept the minutes with the changes and Bill made the second. The motion passed with a 
majority vote of the members present. 

 
Treasurer Report:    

Dwayne was unavailable for this meeting so there was no treasurer’s report given. 
 
Membership Report: 

None given. 
 
Repeater Status Report:           
 None given. 
  
Training Report:  
 None given. 
          
A.R.E.S. Garfield County-State Report:   
 None given. 
       
Activities & Upcoming Events Report:    
 March of Dimes walk will be Saturday April 29. 
 Tri-State Parade will be the next weekend May 6. 
   
Old Business:  

Richard reported that he was able to secure Medowlake Park pavilion for Field Day 2007. He took the forms to Dwayne and was 
reimbursed for the park fee. 

 Al reported that Field Day is June 24 and 25, 2006. 
Al asked Mike if he had the Field Day kit from ARRL and Mike said that he would get that. Mike also said that he would get 
together with the FD committee to make sure everything was ready. 
Mike confirmed with the members present about the club logo. After a short discussion, the members agreed on a design and 
Mike would get together with Tim to finalize this so it might be ready for members to put on shirts for Field Day. 
 

New Business:    
 

Mike reported that he had been in contact with Oklahoma’s new SEC, Mike Key N5KEY and asked the members present if they 
would be interested in getting the Garfield County ARES active again. Many members expressed interest. Information about 
future meeting times and dates would be forth coming. 
Mike also put before the club members the prospect of doing a raffle to help raise money for the club. Discussion included the 
legalities surrounding this and other logistics. More discussion and possible planning for this will follow. 
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Richard made the motion to adjourn the meeting with Bill making the second. The motion passed with a majority vote of the members 
present. 
 
Members and Guests present were: 
Gene-N5SPY 
Phil-K5ECH 
Mike-KD5OFF 
Dale-WD5GUG 
Al-KD5BA 
Richard-KD5ZOY 
Bill-K5ECI 
Larry-KE5GNG 
Frank-KC5PCI 
Jess-KA5HYK 
Bill-KC5OKG 
Dave Doss 
 
       
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Cofer-KD5OFF, E.A.R.C. Vice President. 
 
 


