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ENID AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ACTIVE WITH PUBLIC SERVICE 

   It’s  not always easy to get volunteers to provide communications for a group, especially if you have to ask your 
volunteers to be at their stations at 0645. However, there never seems to be a shortage of Enid Amateur Radio Club 
members that will step up with their talents and equipment to assist in any way they can.  
    
The 22nd annual Denny Price YMCA Willow Lake Triathlon was held August 4th. Al Fox/KD5BA, EARC president and 
PIO said that while this year the number of volunteers were down, “we still had enough to get the job done”. 
Approximately 7 members were able to help with this year’s event that consists of a 1K swim, 16K bike course, and a 5K 
run. EARC members were stationed at key positions throughout all of the race routes to relay athlete positions and assist in 
case of an emergency. 
This year’s event started right on time at 0700 and ended before the days heat could to settle in at around 0930. And it was 
a good thing too, highs that day got to around 93 but with the humidity it would have felt worse. 
 
With the triathlon the EARC starts its busy season. Coming in September the EARC has the following possible public 
service events to assist with: The Hennessey Parade, Bike for Trykes, and The Cherokee Strip Parade. 

Pennsylvania University Undertakes Morse Code Study  
A psychology professor at the University of Pittsburgh is conducting a study involving short-term memory and how it 
correlates to Morse code. Julie Fiez, the study's principal investigator, said she got the idea of using Morse code in her 
studies from a family member who is an Amateur Radio operator. She said she liked the idea of using CW in her 
experiments to see how people process audio tones.  
"Our interest is in verbal working memory," she said, "which is the ability to keep 'on-line' for a short time, information you 
can access later." An example of short-term memory retention, Fiez said, is when people look up a number in a phone book, 
then close the book and a minute later dial the number, remembering a number they've seen in the book. "We use neuro-
imaging and behavioral studies to try to understand what brain areas contribute to a person's ability to perform a task," she 
said.  
Two hams, John Shannon, K3WWP, and Tom Mitchell, WY3H, both of Kittanning, Pennsylvania, took part in the study. 
Shannon said that while he never considered short-term memory ability in relation to Amateur Radio, a study of the idea has 
merit. While most CW operators can copy 20 words per minute, or even 35, Shannon says he can copy 55 words per 
minute. 
"You don't hear letters," he said. "You hear words or sometimes short sentences. You have to use a keyboard to copy 
because no one can write that fast and you always copy 'behind,' meaning that you are typing in what was sent several 
seconds earlier, so you're definitely using short term memory."  
To date, Fiez and two assistants, Maryam Khatami and Sara Guediche, have tested nine radio amateur volunteers. 
Khatami said, "At the moment, we are specifically seeking people with expert knowledge of Morse code. They should be 
able to receive and send Morse at 15 words per minute or above. The experiment will consist of two parts and will last 
approximately 2 hours."  
She said the experiment is broken up into two parts: "Part 1 of the experiment is an assessment of the participant's Morse 
proficiency. First, participants will be asked to accurately copy sentences as they are presented in Morse at three different 
rates (16, 19, and 25 words per minute). Then they will be asked to listen to the entire Morse sentence and recall the 
sentence from memory. This part of the experiment may be unusual and difficult for participants; however, we believe that 
it will provide an additional measure that we can better relate to the memory performance in the second part of the 
experiment."  
For the second part, she said, "Participants will be asked to recall lists of letters from memory. The letters will either be in 
English or in Morse. Participants will either hear the letters through headphones or see them on a computer screen. We will 
be looking for differences in memory performance between Morse lists and English lists. We believe that differences 
between these conditions will be useful for improving our understanding of certain aspects of short-term memory."  
The research study is expected to continue through the fall. If you would like to participate, please contact the research team 
via e-mail.  
 
Thanks to Tom Mitchell, WY3H, and the Leader Times, part of the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review family of newspapers for 
some information.  http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2007/07/30/102/?nc=1 
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The HomeBrew 
    
The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter about the Enid 
Amateur Radio Club. It is available in both print and 
electronic form. The printed version can be found at 
Wheat Capital Communications 306 W. Willow, Enid 
Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF format, 
is e-mailed on the second Thursday of each month. It is 
also available on the EARC website at 
http://www.enidarc.org/.  
 
To submit an article or place an ad for equipment, e-mail 
the editor at thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions 
need to be received by the second Monday of each 
month for publication. 
 
The views contained in the HomeBrew are those of the 
individual authors and are not necessarily the views of 
the Editor or the Enid Amateur Radio Club. 

HomeBrew Editor 
Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 

580-242-2865 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com  

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was founded in 
1936 and continues to serve and support the amateur 
radio community in  Enid, Garfield County and the state 
of Oklahoma. The EARC is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit 
organization. 
 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC is formed 
is a non-commercial association of radio amateurs, for 
the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications and experimentation’s. 
 
For the advancement of the radio art and for the 
assistance and education of those who are interested in 
the theory, fundamentals, and operation of Amateur 
Radio. 
 
For the maintenance of emergency communication 
facilities, to aid in times of disasters and emergencies to 
those in need as a public service, and to make said 
communication facilities available without cost. 

                     Article Four of the EARC Articles of 
Incorporation 

 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible to apply 
for membership. Dues for regular licensed amateurs are 
$25 per year (Jan-Dec) for individuals. Family 
membership is $30 per year. Membership dues can be 
mailed to: 

 
Enid Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 261 
Enid Ok. 73702 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not discriminate 

against race, creed, national origin, or sex for eligibility 
for membership. 

 
EARC Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

 
2007 

Dave Locke KC5SII 
2008 

Mike Cofer KD5OFF (Corporate Secretary) 
2009 

Greg Veit KD5MFY (Chairman) 
2010 

Dean Feken KL7MA (V. Chairman) 
2011 

Al Fox KD5BA 
 

Dennis Dura, K2DCD, Joi ns ARRL Staff as Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Manager 
 
The ARRL is pleased to welcome Emergency Preparedness and Response Manager Dennis Dura, 
K2DCD, to the headquarters staff in Newington. Dura's major responsibilities include addressing the 
development and 
implementation of an organizational disaster response plan as well as a continuity operations plan, 
complete with supporting procedures and training. Integral to these plans are the recommendations of 
the National Emergency Response Planning Committee (NERPC) report. Dura also will play an integral 
part in the management of ARES, and in future negotiations with served agencies with whom ARRL 
shares or creates Memoranda of Understanding.  
 
"By instituting these base components for the organization, the emergency communications resources of 
Amateur Radio and the League will become truly disaster resilient on all fronts," Dura said. "Emergency 
communications cannot stand alone. As an organization, we must have disaster plans in place and know 
what we must do to continue operations 
when they are impacted. Without this, our support to the field will be lacking."  
 
Dura comes to the ARRL with more than 26 years of experience in the emergency management field. 
He started as a volunteer coordinator in his home township's emergency management program and 
turned this experience and training into a consulting career, working on off-site emergency plans for 
nuclear power plants and the jurisdictions where they are sited around the country. At the same time, he 
joined the American Red Cross as a volunteer Disaster Consultant in New Jersey, leading to paid 
positions as Manager of Disaster Services in St Louis, Director of Disaster Preparedness in Chicago and 
a Disaster Preparedness Specialist in New Jersey.  
 
After some years working in the non-governmental organization side of the field, he joined the New 
Jersey State Police, Office of Emergency Management (NJOEM). Dura progressed through the ranks in 
NJOEM and served in numerous positions such as Operations Officer and Hurricane Preparedness 
Officer. As a Principal Planner, he was part of the group to develop the first Terrorism Plan for New 
Jersey prior to 9/11, specializing in human services issues, especially Mass Care. As part of New 
Jersey's response to the 9/11 attack, he served on a specialized inter-governmental team to establish the 
Family Assistance Center at Liberty State Park.  
 
He left NJOEM in 2003 to become the Deputy State Emergency Coordinator for the New Jersey 
Department of Human Services (NJDHS), the position he held prior joining the League. Dura's focus in 
NJDHS was spread across several areas such as Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), Mass 
Care and Business/Continuity of Operations. 
 
During his time at the NJOEM, Dura was the Assistant State RACES Officer. He was also the liaison to 
the National Weather Service (NWS) for NJOEM and became involved in the SKYWARN program. 
Through a successful grant submission, he was able to secure two National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) All-Hazards Radio transmitters for unserved areas of New Jersey. His work on 
this project resulted in the Mark Trail Award in 2002. The Chairman of the Mt Holly NWS Forecast 
Office SKYWARN Advisory Committee for many years, Dennis has also been a member of his county 
ARES program.  
 
Dura said he is excited to be working at ARRL Headquarters. "It is a tremendous opportunity to take my 
many years of emergency management experience and apply all of it to the ARRL. It wasn't a hard 
move [to the ARRL] at all -- take the disaster experiences and meld them with a tremendous 
hobby...that ends up serving the nation and the world."  
 
Dura holds a BS in criminal justice from The College of New Jersey and is currently completing 
graduate level work in homeland security and emergency management. He is a Certified Business 
Resilience Manager and is a member of numerous professional emergency management organizations. 
 
 
Dura can be reached via e-mail <k2dcd@arrl.org>. 
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ARRL in Action - July 2007: What Have We Been Up t o Lately?   
 
The ARRL Board of Directors held its second 2007 meeting in Windsor, Connecticut. It was the final meeting for  ARRL Southeastern Division Director Frank 
Butler, W4RH, who is retiring from the Board after 50 years of volunteer service to the ARRL. Just before the Board meeting, President Joel Harrison, W5ZN; 
CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, and Chief Development Officer Mary Hobart, K1MMH, led the dedication of the Diamond Terrace at ARRL Headquarters.  
 
CEO David Sumner responded by fax to congressional testimony by FCC Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein that included support for the expansion of 
broadband over power lines (BPL).  
 
Dennis Dura, K2DCD, joined the ARRL Headquarters staff as Emergency Preparedness and Response Manager. Senior Assistant Technical Editor Larry 
Wolfgang, WR1B, has been named Editor of QEX.  
 
The September issue of QST, our first Emergency Communications special issue, was released to the printer. Preparations for the ARRL 2007 National 
Convention, to be held in conjunction with the Huntsville 
Hamfest, are in full swing. Web Development staff worked with several departments to update and improve the online membership application.  
 
The ARRL has two Public Relations campaigns for 2007. One concerns ARES and Public Relations, and the other Emergency Communications. Media and 
Public Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, reports a significant 
increase in the number and quality of Field Day media coverage.  
 
ARES members assisted in two emergencies: the Zaca Fire in Los Padres National Forest northwest of Los Angeles,  and flooding in Oklahoma. Regulatory 
Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, discussed several 
issues involved with the PAVE PAWS radar situation with US Department of Defense officials in a teleconference call.  
 
Chief Operating Officer Harold Kramer, WJ1B, made contact at W1AW with special event station VE2XPO in Montreal, Quebec, in commemoration of a 
similar contact made 40 years earlier from the Amateur Radio station at 
Expo 67, the Montreal World's Fair. Roland Masse, VE2PX, was at the mic in Montreal, as he had been for the original 1967 contact with W1AW. 
 
Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, attended the Arizona State Convention in Williams. ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, 
AB1FM; ARRL Assistant VEC Manager Perry Green, WY1O, and Regulatory 
Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, attended the annual conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. ARRL Lab 
Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, took part in a meeting of the IEEE EMC Society 
Symposium in Honolulu. 
 

 

Thank goodness for cool morning temperatures, or at least cooler, without much dew. That is the only 
bearable time to mow the lawn because summer has finally arrived. We were blessed with mild 
temperatures and a breeze for the '07 addition of the YMCA Triathlon but only because the race was over 
before 9:30a.m. 

Thanks goes out to KD5MFY, KD5ZOY, KA5HYK, K5ECI, KD5KTB and AA5LI for all their help. We had some good reasons that some of 
the regulars couldn't make it so they are forgiven. If you didn't give me a good reason then you aren’t forgiven...hi hi.  
By the way "hi" is laughter in cw which probably means I am mixing my metaphors so to speak. Guess I should have said "lol".  
I did decide that seven is probably the minimum with which we can do the Triathlon. At least I don't want to try it with less.  
 
The next scheduled event is the Cherokee Strip Parade on September 15. Actually this year it will be two separate parades back to back 
beginning with cowboys, horses, wagons, longhorns and pooper scoopers. The regular parade with floats, etc will follow. We really need a good 
turn out for this.  
You new hams, this the time to earn your stripes. If you don't have a handi-talkie come anyway because some of us will have loaners. You "old" 
hams, I plan on seeing you there. Come join the organized confusion. This is another case of the hams being the glue that holds the event 
together. 
 
Ham radio, isn't it a great hobby? 
 73,  
Al KD5BA  
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The Garfield County (GARFCO) ARES group will conduct a meeting August 9th. This meeting will be held at the 
Cimarron Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross located at 1023 W. Elm in Enid starting at 1900 local. 
 
Mike Cofer/KD5OFF, Emergency Coordinator, is looking forward to a good turn out for the meeting.  
 
The only requirements to join the GARFCO ARES are the commitment to emergency communications and an 
amateur radio license.  
 

 

Wanted 
The HomeBrew is looking for input for the newsletter. 

If you have something that you would like to see 
added or would like to contribute, contact Mike 

Cofer/KD5OFF at 242-2865 or send an e-mail to 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com 
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THE ENID AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
MEETS THE THIRD THURSDAY OF EACH 
MONTH AT THE RED CROSS BUILDING 

LOCATED AT 1023 W. ELM. 
MEETING TIME IS 1900 LOCAL. 

COME JOIN US 
 

THE ENIDAMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
MONDAY NIGHT NET MEETS EACH WEEK 

ON THE 145.290 REPEATER. 
START TIME IS 2000 LOCAL. 

 
DO YOU HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP THAT WE CAN PUT ON T HE CALENDAR? 
SEND YOUR CLUB’S INFORMATION TO thehomebrew @hotmail.com  NO LATER 

THAN THE FIRST Thursday OF EACH MONTH. 

��������	��
����
����	����� �
��������
��
�������
�
����	����

������
�
��������		�
���

������ �



The HomeBrew Newsletter 

 5 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas Deputy vs. New York Lawyer  

�  
Only in Texas my friends...Only in Texas ...Too bad... 
   
A lawyer runs a stop sign and gets pulled over by a sheriff's deputy.   He thinks that he is smarter than the deputy because he is a 
lawyer from New York and is certain that he has a better education then any cop from Houston , Texas .  He decides to prove this to 
himself and have some fun at the Texas deputy's expense.  
   
The deputy says," License and registration, please."  
   
"What for?" says the lawyer.  
   
The deputy says, "You didn't come to a complete stop at the stop sign."  
   
Then the lawyer says, "I slowed down, and no one was coming."  
   
"You still didn't come to a complete stop, says the deputy. License and registration, please."  
   
The lawyer says, "What's the difference?"  
   
"The difference is you have to come to complete stop, that's the law.  License and registration, please!" the Deputy says.  
   
Lawyer says, "If you can show me the legal difference between slow down and stop, I'll give you my license and registration; and you 
give me the ticket. If not, you let me go and don't give me the ticket."  
   
"That sounds fair.  Please exit your vehicle, sir," the deputy says.  
   

LAWS OF THE NATURAL UNIVERSE 
 
1. Law of Mechanical Repair: After your hands become coated with grease your nose will begin to itch or you'll have to pee.    
2.  Law of the Workshop: Any tool, when dropped, will roll to the least accessible corner.    
3. Law of Probability:  The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act.    
4.  Law of the Telephone: When you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal.      
5. Law of the Alibi:  If you tell the boss you were late for work because you had a flat tire, the very next morning you will have a flat tire.    
6.Variation Law:  If you change traffic lanes, the one you were in will start to move faster than the one you are in now (works every time).     
7.  Bath Theorem: When the body is fully immersed in water, the telephone rings.    
8. Law of Close Encounters: The probability of meeting someone you know increases when you are with someone you don't want to be seen with.    
9. Law of the Result: When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, it will.     
10. Law of Biomechanics: The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach.    
11. Sporting Event Rule: At any event, the people whose seats are furthest from the aisle arrive last and during the most critical time in the game. 
12. Law of Coffee: As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, your boss will ask you to do something which will last until the coffee is cold.    
13. Murphy's Law of Lockers:  If there are only two people in a locker room, they will have adjacent lockers.    
14. Law of Dirty Rugs/Carpets: The chances of an open-faced jelly sandwich landing face down on a floor covering are directly correlated to the newness, 
color and cost of the carpet/rug.    
15. Law of Location: No matter where you go, there you are.    
16. Law of Logical Argument: Anything is possible if you don't know what you are talking about.   
17. Brown's Law:  If the shoe fits, it's ugly.     
18. Oliver's Law:  A closed mouth gathers no feet.    
19. Wilson's Law: As soon as you find a product that you really like, they will stop making it. 
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August 2007 
Calendar Events 

August 2007 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

; ; ; 
1  2  3  4  

5  6  

EARC 
MONDAY 

NIGHT NET 
8PM 

7  8  9  

GARFIELD 
COUNTY 

ARES 
MEETING 

7PM 

10  11  

12  

OK ARES NET 
4:30PM 3900 

OR 7260 

13  

EARC 
MONDAY 

NIGHT NET  

14  15  16  

EARC 
MONTHLY 
MEETING 
7PM RED 

CROSS 

17  18  

19  

OK ARES NET 
4:30PM 3900 

OR 7260 

20  

EARC 
MONDAY 

NIGHT NET 

21  22  23  24  25  

26  

OK ARES NET 
4:30PM 3900 

OR 7260 

27  

EARC 
MONDAY 

NIGHT NET 

28  29  30  31   
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The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) 
MINUTES OF JULY 2007 MEETING 
July 19, 2007 
American Red Cross Building, Enid, OK 
 
Members in Attendance:  
 
Al/KD5BA, Mike/KD5OFF, Jess/KA5HYK, Greg/KD5MFY, Richard/KD5ZOY, Bill/K5ECI, Tony/KE5KWN, Cynthia/KE5LIG, 
Bill/KC5OKG; Dan Planck 
 
Al/KD5BA called meeting to order at 1900 CDT.   
 
M/S/C to adopt the minutes of the June 21st meeting as circulated via the June issue of the HomeBrew newsletter. 
 
No formal Treasurer’s report.  Al/KD5BA affirmed that all accounts have a positive balance.  
 
Membership report. Dan Planck will be taking the Technician exam at the OKC Ham Holiday.  Mike/KD5OFF reported that club meeting 
attendance is averaging 14.  Ralph/N0NOU still intends to leave this fair city and return to Ames, IA.  Richard/KD5ZOY and Tony/KE5KWN 
both reported antenna projects underway and subtly implied that offers of assistance from club members would be considered.  
 
Correspondence:  Letter from EARC to John/KE5JRM thanking him for the new club banner. 
 
Greg/KD5MFY initiated a lively discussion regarding EARC Monday Night Net procedures, including the value of recheck comments and 
ideas on how to encourage them. 
 
Mike reported that a good time was had by all who participated in or attended Field Day 2007, and distributed “LATE SHIFT” certificates to 
survivors of the dusk-to-dawn portion of this year’s operation.  The club in turn extended its hearty thanks to Mike for his leadership in 
planning and conducting this successful event. 
 
Upcoming public service events: 

�  YMCA Triathlon, August 4th.  Al reminded those present of the importance of adequate route coverage for this event, and provided 
maps, instructions, and location assignments.  

�  Hennessey Labor Day Parade.  Club participation is tentative.   
�  Cherokee Strip Parades, September 15th.  No assistance needed for the line-up of Parade #1.  Usual assistance needed for Parade #2.  

Details to come from Al. 
�  AMBUC Rally.  Club role to be determined.  Discussion of technical difficulties with HT coverage as well as the need for a base 

station and net control and the opportunity for a club kiosk at a high visibility location. 
�  Light Up the Plains.  To be determined. 

 
Upcoming amateur radio/ecomm events: 

�   
�  Oklahoma Section Convention/Ham Holiday 2007, July 20-21, Oklahoma Expo Hall, OKC Fairgrounds, NW 10th & May 
�  Enid Hamfest, November 3rd 
�  Garfield County ARES Meeting, Thursday, August 9th, 1900 local time, at the Red Cross Building.  Emergency Coordinator 

Mike/KD5OFF encouraged all to attend. 
�  Field Day 2008.  Location to be determined.  Willow Road Christian Church ball field and Crosslin Park are early options.  Issues 

include public visibility, RFI, generator noise, shelter and toilets, Sunday morning traffic.  
�  Morse code instruction and practice, presented by Sam/KD5EUS and others, will begin soon, probably on Monday evenings, 

probably at the Enid American Red Cross building. 
 
New business 
 
Club Secretary to draft and send a letter to the Pond Creek Hunter Amateur Radio Club/KE5OGQ offering consultation and support as this 
new club gets underway, especially if it decides to establish a repeater. 
 
M/S/C to adjourn the meeting at 2016 CDT. 
 
Respectfully submitted by B.Keck\K5ECI, Club Secretary 
 


